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CLEMENCEAU : Your country is a great country, but I can
quite understand that a hundred and four years is a long
period in its history. Europe is different !

Very long talk with L. G. about the Press. I reiterated that
more news should be given out and that secrecy would result in
unfavourable criticism, L. G. at last agreed that it would be
desirable to publish more, but said there were great difficulties,
and that premature publication of decisions had led to serious
trouble in Germany and Eastern Europe. He added, " I am
sure that if the public and Parliament knew the facts they
would support the policy of the Conference. I know Parlia-
ment, and I know that if I made a speech explaining the posi-
tion, they would support the Conference. I believe the public
would do the same. There must be reason in a matter of this
sort." I said that while I saw the difficulties, I thought that
the Conference would have done well to give more information
by agreement instead of allowing it to percolate out through
unauthorised and devious channels. Ultimately, after more
discussion, it was agreed that L. G. or Kerr should make a
point of seeing me every day for the purpose of giving inform-
ation. L, G. said, " The truth is that we have got our way. We
have got most of the things we set out to get. If you had told
the British people twelve months ago that they would have
secured what they have, they would have laughed you to scorn.
The German Navy has been handed over ; the German mer-
cantile shipping has been handed over, and the  German
colonies have been given up. One of our chief trade competi-
tors has been most seriously crippled and our Allies are about
to become her biggest creditors. That is no small achievement.
In addition, we have destroyed the menace to our Indian
possessions. Of course the French may say in effect, * Now
that you have got all you want, you are anxious to secure a
speedy Peace on terms which will satisfy the Germans and
prevent them from declining to ratify the points which Great
Britain has secured already/ That is not true. Our aim is to
secure ji Peace that will last, but from the French point of view
there is a good deal to be said. That is one of our chief
difficulties."

Later. Dined with L. G., Very pleasant party. He made
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